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PADDY !GlOB 

lly Jolm ranch 

It may seem somewhat presumptuous for an "Easterner" to 

be t el ling you folks of pocahontas c01mty something about the 

beauties of your own mountains, still, like the proverbial 

prophet, your natural wonders might be without the" proper res­

peo. and appreciation due them and I want to remind y ou that in 

lots of t hem you have treasures of beauty and interest. .1 am 

-thorou.....d11y II sold II on Pocahontas county a.lready and still the 
" 

"enders UT'..fold themsel ves . The sell er was a Good one viho. used 

no undue persuasion but h ooked me rJith breat h -tat:inS proof, for 

1':1th ;"our Editor I have ridden, walked, or waded to spots of 

loveline ss or unique interest that should shame you for letting 

the~ go unbeholden . 
~ 

Each t rip is a rev~lation but the latest was more . Have 

7= been to Paddy Knob? If you have perhaps this impression "lill 

1.n"terest you as r evealing the reections of a 10wlander; if you 

t.aven't 1 onl:r hope it will interest you to the point of going . 

"'!te,. looked for a spot on which t o put a fire - tower and Some 
rer o! 1Oh030 hills and valleys must have t old t hem of the one 

lip: GO r.oar 14eal that mnn no d do very littl e to 1mpl~ove on the 
l 14ln h n4 0:- h Orontor . 

"rOot ~ h1rhwn,y to Vireinia 
f 
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10 th tote line n newly 
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tor i. rood and ~" our 



. • ,ella r . YeoL er 

PADDY JOlOB 

By John Dranch 

~ an "Easterner" to 
It may seem somewhat presumptuous .L or 

be t e l ling you folks of pocahonta s county something about the 

~ea\lties of your own mountains 1 still J like the proverbial 

p pllet, your natural wonders mif.ht be without the proper res­

ect and appreciation due them and I want to remind you that in 

lots o'!: them you have treasures of beauty and interest. ,I am 

thoroughly "sold" on Pocahontas COtUlty already and stil l the 
• 

nO::lders W1.f"old themselve s. The seller was a Good one who. used 

no =due persuasion but hooked me \"lith or eath- t aking proof, for 

r.i..'th :·our Editor I have ridden, walked J or waded to spots o~ 

l~~eline ss or unique interest that should shame you for letting 

the~ 60 unoeholden. 
~ 

Each t rip is a rev~lation but the latest was more . Have 

7= been to Paddy Knob? If you have perhans this impression 1'Iill 

~erest you as revealing the reactions of a lowlanderj if you 

t.a·/en't 1 only hope it will interest you to the point of going. 

'l'hl>!' looked for a spot on whi ch to put a fire-tower and some 
.e nr .,1: theBO h111a and valleys must have tol d them of the one 

~ot ~o n or 14cul t ha t man need do very little to improve on the 
1141n« h n4 o~ h e Orootor . ... ODt th hi rhVlfIJ/ to V1reinia owine s 

~ 
sst and Cl"'osses 

~ 411 .'" t tho ot llt. lin R1C.ht t th tate line n newl,y 
c- d ISWlnro aouth n(\ ~\'I rd j llMnrtly uP" '<I , too, ;tor 

• 11 1 l>&rd on Ul\1 oe Your motor 10 r ood ruHI ~·our 



Ri r,ht on the peak, and you are there almost before you 
verily a sentinel of 

roal i ce it , s tands Paddy Knob fire tower, 

the sl~' . 
Tj,e 10l0b is cleared and once there the world lies at 

your feet. 
In all directions , three hundred and sixty degrees 

~ t he oompass y ou can sweep the horizon with your eye; 
wi tnesses 

of sight being the onl y limitation to the sweep of the distance. 

lOur writer has had the pleasure of many mountain.climbs in your 

orm state and among the Alps of Europe but this is the only cathe­

dral spire of God's making that he has ever visited from \\nich the 

ent ire panoraI!lic swee.p of the horizon is yours f or the taking . 

I have heard that other points resemble it but are remote and 

inaccessible . Here is a spot onl)' three miles f rom a hard- surface 

M<:hr.ay a.'ld lin],ed to it by a r oad narrOYI but good . (Blow your horn 

loud and f r equently on the way up .) I understand t hat some day an 

1I:pro7ised sl'Yline drive connecting Cheat with White Sulphur may 

pass that way and sure as shoot ing that view alone would attract 

thousands it you acquaint yourself l"Ii t h it and then tell of it to 

others . 

"lie Wish we coul d have seen inside the tower but in this 

ou"t -of- thc - forest - f 1re- aeason it was securely l ocked. I understand 

· t t it 1s compact and snuG for housekeeping . When the wind started 

1011'1ne ),our ¥Ir1 tor would probably come d ol·.n from there for there 

~ W 8 v.%;' no"t1coo.bl OWO/{ to th{\t steel bower . 

• 00):'&-\);1. al>;I" would bo {\ them 

~IC'"",'17t 411 . 

fo \10. ceo bO)'8 to • or 01t f or h 

Son vel:· much i n order, 

hn 1l..1' but w 11 built 



, 
road already ~entioned and already work has begun on a link o~ 

that SI,yline Drive which is sure to be a wonder. Here in the 

ololds distances fool you. Who called Washington, D. C., the 

City of I~ar,nificant Distances? He had never been to Paddy Knob. 

own the slope and throueh the brush we spied the new road in 

the caking and walked to\';ards it . After a distanee twice that 

nhich we anticipated Vie reached it and hailed those we left at 

the to\';er . The cry reached through the clear ozone but I was 

!ooled when I thoueht I could hurl a rock the space VIe had 

ecce . 
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" I , 
iTl .• r. thf' Civil RIlT bec .. n school \\ .. ~ boi nt t "u&ht 

by t:.l o. Jlfttti'& , , Gum~ the , , . , "r th. l et. O.O)'C' G1DGor or 1;untoro,,1 1lo, 10 • 101; school hollse which stood 

~oll '<o r ) .. R. Hively" r • • idon.' . TJ,O n."t bUildin. U'.d !:or school i n 
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